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Cattle  and  Buffalo 


World  cattle  numbers  continued  their  slow  upward  trend  in  19^9  to  set  a  new 
high  of  1,176.9  million  head  at  the  beginning  of  1970.    The  Isirgest  absolute 
increase  occurred  in  North  America  where  numbers  in  1970  totaled  171. 0  million 
head--up  2.2  percent  from  the  167.3  million  head  of  196^.    With  the  exception 
of  the  USSR  and  Eastern  Europe,  numbers  increased  in  all  of  the  major  areas  of 
the  world. 

Numbers  in  the  United  States,  the  world's  largest  cattle  producer,  reached 
112.3  million  head--up  2  percent  from  I969.     Of  the  112.3  million  head,  81  per- 
cent were  beef  and  I9  percent  dairy.     This  compares  with  67  percent  beef  and 
31  percent  dairy  in  I960  and  illustrates  the  relative  decline  in  the  importance 
of  dairy  herds  as  a  percentage  of  total  cattle  numbers  in  the  United  States . 

Cattle  numbers  were  up  slightly  in  all  of  the  other  countries  of  North  America. 
In  Canada,  numbers  at  11.8  million  head  were  up  almost  U00,000  from  19^9^  due 
to  a  larger  inventory  of  beef  cows,  and  a  larger  number  of  steers. 

In  Brazil,  the  second  largest  cattle  producer,  numbers  at  91-1  million  head 
were  down  almost  1.2  million  head  from  I969.     A  larger  slaughter,  which  was  not 
fully  compensated  by  an  equal  growth  in  total  numbers,  contributed  to  the 
decline.     The  increase  in  numbers  in  Argentina  and  Colombia,  however,  offset 
the  declines  in  Brazil,  hence  total  numbers  in  South  America  remained  almost 
unchanged . 

Cattle  numbers  in  Europe  continued  their  slow  upward  trend  in  19^9  to  reach 
123.7  million  head  in  1970.     Numbers  in  Eastern  Europe  were  down  slightly  from 
lerels  a  year  earlier,  but  the  increaes  recorded  in  Western  Europe,  mainly  in 
Ireland,  Spain,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  more  than  offset  the  declines  in 
Romania  and  Yugoslavia. 


In  the  USSR,  tiattle  numbers  fell  for  the  second  consecutive  yeax.    Numbers  in 
1970  were  estimated  at  95.0  million  head--down  0.7  million  head  from  I969. 
The  decline  is  attributed  to  the  severe  winter  in  1969* 

Numbers  in  Oceania  were  estimated  at  30.9  million  head  in  1970--up  I.3  mil- 
lion head  from  196^.    Increases  in  beef  cattle  numbers  in  Australia  accounted 
for  most  of  the  growth  in  aumbers  in  this  area. 

The  outlook  is  for  continued  slow  growth  in  world  cattle  numbers  with  declines 
in  dairy  cattle  numbers  being  more  than  offset  by  increases  in  beef  cattle. 
Even  in  Western  Europe,  which  until  now  has  been  the  only  exception  in  this 
general  world  trend,  dairy  cattle  numbers  are  expected  to  turn  downward  in 
1970,  due  to  the  European  Community's  efforts  to  reduce  milk  production  and 
encourage  beef  production.    Under  the  EC*s  program,  subsidies  are  to  be  paid 
to  f timers  for  slaughtering  their  dairy  cattle.     This  action  is  expected  to 
reduce  EC  dairy  numbers  by  almost  291,000  head  in  1970. 

Hogs 

World  hog  numbers,  at  528.3  million  head  in  1970,  continued  their  upward 
trend.     Increases  were  recorded  in  the  USSR,  while  numbers  in  both  North  and 
South  America  fell  below  levels  a  year  earlier. 

In  the  USSR,  the  third  largest  producer  of  hogs,  numbers  increased  by  7  mil- 
lion head  from  the  ^9-0  million  head  of  early  19^9-    The  increase  recorded 
after  2  consecutive  years  of  declining  numbers  is  attributed  mainly  to 
improved  feed  supplies. 

Numbers  in  the  United  States,  at  5^-7  million  head,  were  6  percent  below  I969. 
Even  the  increases,  which  occurred  in  Mexico  and  Canada,  were  unable  to  offset 
the  decline  in  the  United  States,  causing  numbers  in  North  America,  as  a 
whole,  to  be  3  percent  below  their  level  a  year  earlier. 

In  South  America,  hog  numbers  were  about  1  percent  below  the  19^9  level  of 
80.5  million  head.    The  largest  fall  in  numbers  in  this  area  occurred  in 
Brazil,  where  larger  exports  of  corn  reduced  supplies  required  for  hog  pro- 
duction, causing  hog  numbers  to  drop  2.5  percent  from  the  19^9  level  of  65.6 
million  head. 

In  Western  Europe,  hog  numbers  totaled  8I.9  million  head--up  7  percent  from 
1969,  owing  primarily  to  increases  in  the  EC.    With  the  exception  of 
Luxembourg,  where  numbers  remained  unchanged,  the  rest  of  the  EC  countries 
showed  increases  from  their  19^9  levels.     The  largest  increase  was  recorded 
in  Italy,  where  numbers  went  from  an  estimated  7.3  million  head  in  1969  to 
9.2  million  head  in  1970. 

In  Yugoslavia,  hog  numbers  were  estimated  at  5.6  million  head- -up  O.5  million 
head  from  I969. 

World  hog  numbers  are  expected  to  continue  their  upward  trend  in  I961  as  a 
result  of  higher  market  prices  brought  about  by  rising  consumer  incomes  and 
unsatisfied  demand  for  pig  meat  throughout  Europe  and  the  United  States.  In 
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the  Eastern  European  countries,  both  cooperative  and  private  farmers  are 
being  encouraged  to  increase  sow  matings .    As  a  result,  Romanian  sow  numbers 
have  increased,  but  in  Poland  and  East  Germany,  sow  numbers  have  not  increased. 

The  unsatisfied  demand  for  pig  meat  outside  the  EC  and  the  steadily  rising 
incomes  inside  should  make  it  possible  to  dispose  of  the  increased  supplies 
at  favorable  prices.     Thus,  prices  should  not  have  a  dampening  effect  on  EC 
hog  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  next  year. 

Sheep 

World  sheep  numbers  were  estimated  at  1,033-0  million  head  in  early  19T0-- 
down  slightly  from  the  19^9  high  of  1,038.3  million.    Declines  were  recorded 
in  all  of  the  major  parts  of  the  world,  with  the  exception  of  Asia  and  Oceania. 

In  Asia,  Increases  were  recorded  in  Turkey  and  Iran.     In  Oceania,  where 
Australia  continues  to  be  the  world's  largest  sheep  producer,  numbers  at 
2^2.0  million  head  were  up  3-2  percent  from  19^9  due  to  increases  in 
Australian  numbers,  which  at  182.O  million  head  in  1970  were  up  k.2  percent 
from  1969. 

Sheep  numbers  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa  were  down  slightly  from  I969. 
The  decline  was  caused  by  greater  slaughter  in  19^9  ^-nd  a  severe  drought 
which  is  still  persisting  in  some  sheep  grazing  areas. 

Argentina  sheep  numbers  continued  to  decline  in  19^9  and  totaled  k^.k  million 
head  as  of  early  1970.    Many  Argentina  sheep  producers  have  reduced  their 
herds  because  of  low  wool  prices;  in  areas  where  alternative  crops  are  avail- 
able, producers  have  switched  to  more  attractive  cash  crops. 

The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  farms  in  the  United  States  fell  from  21.2 
million  head  in  I969  to  20. h  million  in  1970.     There  were  k  percent  fewer 
ewes  in  1  year  old  and  older  on  farms  at  the  beginning  of  1970,  which^would 
mean  a  similar  reduction  in  the  lamb  crop  this  year. 
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Cattle  and  bioffalo:    Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  I96I-65,  annual  I968-TO 


Average 

Percent  change 

Continent  and  area 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1  Q7n 

j.y  1  u 

1961-65 

1969 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Percent 

:  Percent 

151.2 

165.9 

167.3 

171.0 

+13.1 

+2.2 

XOO  .  ( 

-L95  .0 

XyO .  U 

+16.2 

+  .2 

Enrope : 

83.5 

88.7 

89.5 

+7.2 

33.0 

3^.7 

3i+.2 

+3.6 

-l.k 

116.5 

122.  Q 

123.'+ 

123.7 

+6.2 

+  .2 

ft:?  c 
03.5 

97.2 

95 .7 

95  .0 

+13.8 

-.7 

128.1 

133.3 

133.6 

13^.2 

+U.8 

+  .4 

395.5 

U23.I 

i^2i+.9 

1+26.1 

+7.7 

+  .3 

25.3 

27.9 

29.6 

30.9 

+22.1 

1,068.8 

1,162.2 

1,170.1 

1,176.9 

+10.1 

+  .6 

Cattle  and  buffalo:    Number  in  specified  coxintries,  average  I96I-65,  annual  I968-7O 


Continent  and  country- 


Average 
1961-65 


1968 


1969  1/ 


1970  2/ 


North  America: 

Canada  

United  States  

Puerto  Rico  

Costa  Rica  

El  Salvador  

Guatemala  

Honduras  

Mexico  

Nicaragua  

Panama  

Dominican  Republic  

Total  North  America  3/. 
South  America: 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Chile  

Colombia  

Ecuador  

Paraguay  

Peru  

Uruguay  

Venezuela  

Total  South  America  3/. 
Europe : 
Western: 
EC: 

Belgium  

France  

Germany,  West  

Italy  y  

Netherlands  

Luxembotirg  

Total  EC  

Austria  , 

Denmark  , 


Thousand 

11,736 
103,892 
488 
1,128 
1,178 
1,245 
1,255 
19,337 
1,299 
860 
1,115 


151,200 


43,341 

78,718 
3,006 

15,780 
1,680 
5,349 
3,461 
8,526 
6,580 


Thousand 

11,775 
109,152 
497 
1,500 
1,270 
1,371 
1,450 

26,900 
1,630 
1,119 
1,082 


165,900 


51,465 
89,992 
3,100 
18, 830 
1,830 
5,625 
3,700 
8,300 
6,911 


Ibousand 

11,475 
109,885 

1,546 
1,310 
1,395 
1,^93 
27,500 
1,700 
1,157 

1;090 

167,300 


52,000 
92,276 
2,911 
19,576 


3,700 
8,400 
7,000 


Thousand 

11,828 
112,330 


1,350 
1,450 
1,510 
28,000 
1,750 
1,297 
1,100 

171,000 


52,500 
91,115 

20,359 


8,500 
7,226 


168,700 

192,000 

195,600 

196,000 

2,572 

2,611 

2,674 

2,743 

20,131 

21,680 

22,093 

21,886 

13,115 

13,981 

l4,o6i 

14,286 

9,292 

9,582 

10,067 

10,280 

3,415 

3,663 

3,768 

3,915 

159 

187 

191 

195 

48,684 

51,704 

52,854 

53,305 

2,388 

2,480 

2,433 

2,4l8 

3,318 

3,142 

3,004 

2,897 

(Continued) 
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Cattle  and  buffalo:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  l%l-6^ ,  annual  I968-7O  (continued) 


Continent  and  country 

Average 

1961-65  : 

-    -■  ■■■  - 

1968  *: 

1969  1/ 

1Q70  2/ 

 .  

Europe  ( c  ont inued ) : 

Thousand  : 

Thoussuid  : 

Thousand  , 

Thousand 

Western  (continued): 

1  q6i 

1  855 

1  Q5^ 

1  Q26 

1  ll4 

1,116 

1  n7R 

S  0^0 

5,086 

y  f^^y 

QQQ 

yyy 

1, 120 

1,060 

1  070 

3.697 

4,000 

4,185 

4.350 

2,k00 

2,065 

2,005 

1.855 

1,869 

1.887 

11,610 

11,996 

12 , 094 

12,311 

3^,832 

35,647 

35.878 

36,224 

83,500 

87,400 

88, 700 

89,500 

ilicto  Utrx  11 . 

"Ri  1  "I  era  r»  1  55    il  / 

1  68? 

1,462 

1  ^8q 

k,k66 

4  4^7 

4  24q 

k  605 

s  018 

S  lOQ 

1,9^1 

2.095 

2,063 

9.697 

10,940 

11,049 

— 

^.639 

5.332 

5.136 

5,033 

5,509 

5. 737 

5.305 

5,078 

33.000 

35.400 

34,700 

34,200 

116,500 

122,800 

123,400 

123,700 

9> , uuu 

Africa : 

384 

464 

3.485 

3.781 





1.293 

1.250 





12,514 

12,145 

11,780 

12,251 

XjH  ,  <iUU 

Asia: 

Iraji  ^  / 

4  782 

s  7sn 

s  8s  s 

y .  y'-"-' 

1  1.  78^ 

1  s  4i^ 

15 , 018 

1  s  26s 

x;? , 

China  Taiwan  

405 

345 

^^2 

^^27 

J.  -L^? 

^  4s8 

J,  upu 

1,218 

1.255 

1,211 

4,849 

5.805 

5.970 

6,050 

12,128 

12,700 





1.938 

1,698 





395.500 

423,100 

424,900 

426,100 

Oceania: 

18,357 

19,218 

20,598 

21,500 

6,646 

8,247 

8,605 

8,950 

25 . 300 

27,900 

29,600 

30,900 

Total  world  3/  

1,068,800 

1,162,200 

1,170,100 

1,176,900 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Forecast.  3/  Includes  an  allowance  for  missing  data  for  countries  shown  and  for 
other  producing  countries  not  shown.     4/  Includes  biiffalo. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.     Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Attaches  and 
Foreign  Service  Officers,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
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Hogs:    Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  196I-65,  annual  I968-TO 


Average 
1961-65 

Percent  change 

Continent  and  area 

1968 

:  1969 

1970 

"  19Y0 

:  1970 

1961-65 

:  1969 

Million 

Million 

•  Million 

Million 

Percent 

:  Percent 

76.2 
66.7 

81.5 

<-rO  0 
70.  0 

84.0 
oO .  5 

81.2 
79-6 

+6.6 
+19.3 

-3.3 
-1.1 

Europe : 

^  66.4 
U7.0 

75.6 
49.4 

76.5 
47.6 

81.9 
47.7 

+23.3 
+1.5 

+7.1 
+  .2 

XJ-J  .  M- 

125 .0 

124. 1 

129.6 

+14.3 

+i+.4 

USSR  

57.8 
5.0 

122.4 
2.5 

50.9 

171.3 
2.9 

49.0 
5.5 
172.1 
3.1 

56.1 
5.5 
173.2 
3.1 

-2.9 
+10.0 
+41.5 
+24.0 

+14.5 
+  .6 

Total  world  

444.0 

515.8 

518.3 

528.3 

+19.0 

+1.9 

Hogs:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  I961-65,  annual  I968-7O 


Continent  and  country 

Average 
I96I-65  ■ 

1968  *: 

1969  1/ 

:    1970  2/ 

North  America: 

Thousand  : 

•  XliUUocillU. 

5,370 

6,058 

5,695 

6,458 

55,5^4 

58,777 

60,632 

56,743 

164 

184 

187 

87 

90 

93 

... 

El  Salvador  

390 

4l6 

4lT 

4i8 

422 

662 

728 

680 

474 

518 

5i^5 

550 

9,170 

9,979 

10,698 

11,000 

408 

525 

550 

550 

Pa  nJ5  ma 

X  1  4- 

618 

485 

487 

498 

76,200 

81,500 

84,000 

81,200 

South  America: 

3,388 

3,800 

3,900 

4,000 

53,126 

63,406 

65,640 

64,000 

962 

1,900 

1,105 

2,240 

2,100 

2,200 

2,640 

1,^32 

1,810 

1,856 

1,720 

1,700 

403 

380 

380 

380 

1,848 

1,989 

2,027 

2,127 

Total  South  America  3/  

66, TOO 

78,800 

80,500 

79,600 

E^orope : 

Western: 

EC: 

1,726 

2,392 

2,504 

3,095 

9,022 

10,693 

10,020 

10,622 

16,933 

19,033 

18,732 

19,323 

^,787 

6,200 

7,300 

9,224 

3,124 

4,730 

4,762 

5,300 

103 

105 

90 

90 

35,695 

^3,153 

43,408 

47,654 

2,978 

2,932 

3,094 

3,196 

7,284 

8,061 

7,769 

8,350 

(Continued) 
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Hogs:    Niunber  in  specified  countries,  average  I96I-65,  annual  I968-TO  (continued) 


Continent  and  country 

Average 
1961-65  '■ 

1968  : 

I96Q  1/ 

:    1970  2/ 

Europe  (continued): 

Thousand  : 

Thousand  : 

Thous. 

:  Thousand 

Western  (continued): 

492 

680 

649 



531 

492 

6l4 

620 

l,0i^8 

1,017 

1,062 

1,065 

if  70 

539 

578 

567 

1,628 

1,475 

1,380 

5,870 

5,662 

6,129 

6,400 

2, 043 

2  030 

1,396 

l>9 

1^799 

1,800 

7,098 

7,633 

7,969 

8,135 

30,712 

32,410 


33,100 

34,230 



66,Uoo 

75,600 

76,500 

81,900 

Eastern: 

2,331 

2,314 

2,l40 

— 

5,9^8 

5,601 

5,136 

8,654 

9,254 

9,523 

--- 

6,216 

6,609 

5,334 

— 

13,080 

13,911 

l4. ^56 

4,835 

5,757 

5,853 

— 

5,815 

5,865 

5,093 

5,566 

47,000 

49,400 

47,600 

47,700 

113  400 

12s  000 

124 , 100 

1  PQ  f^Oi 

USSR  

57,800 

50,900 

49,000 

56,100 

Africa: 

1,321 

1,290 

1,240 

1,289 

5  000 

5  4oo 

s  soo 

R  ROD 

Asia: 

31 

40 

42 

44 

2,917 

3,003 

3,011 



3,474 

5,535 

5,429 

6,400 

l,4l8 

1,296 

1,396 

9,236 

11,500 

12,000 

12,000 

Thailand  

4,660 

4,600 

5,000 

3,382 

3,185 

— 



Total  Asia  3/  

122,400 

171,300 

172,100 

173,200 

Oceania: 

1,567 

2,056 

2,253 

2,300 

719 

6l4 

553 

550 

P  ROD 

P  ODD 

^  inn 

444,000 

515,800 

518,300 

528,300 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Forecast.  3/  Includes  an  allowance  for  missing  data  for  countries  shown  ajid  for 
other  producing  countries  not  shown. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Attaches  and 
Foreign  Service  Officers,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
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Sheep:    Estimated  world  nmnbers,  by  continent  and  area, 
average  I96I-65,  annual  I968-TO 


Average 

Percent 

change 

1968 

196q 

Continent  and  area 

-Lyux-op 

1Q70 

1Q70 

•  1Q70 

1961-65 

:  1969 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Percent 

:  Percent 

37.1 

30.8 

30.9 

30.4 

-18.1 

-1.6 

121.1 

12i^.9 

126.4 

124.6 

+2.9 

-1.4 

Europe : 

79-3 

78.2 

77.5 

76.9 

-3.0 

-.8 

45.5 

44.5 

43.5 

+1.6 

-2.2 

122.1 

123.7 

122.0 

120.4 

-1.4 

-1.3 

USSR  

133.9 

138.5 

l4o.6 

131.0 

-2.2 

-6.8 

133.5 

135.0 

133.1 

132.6 

-.7 

-.4 

218.6 

249.0 

250.7 

252.0 

+15.3 

+  .5 

211.5 

227.4 

234.6 

242.0 

+14.4 

+3.2 

977.8 

1,029.3 

1,038.3 

1,033.0 

+5.6 

-.5 

Sheep:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  I96I-65,  annual  I968-7O 


Continent  and  country- 

Average 

;    1961-65  \ 

1968  : 

1969  1/ 

1970  2/ 

North  America: 

:      Thousand  : 

Thousand  : 

Thousand 

Thousand 

Pflnfl/^a  .... 

786 

653 

602 

598 

....   :  29,023 

22,l40 

21,238 

20,422 

  :  729 

800 

550 

700 

,    ,   :  6,064 

6,T06 

7,986 

8,200 

....  :  30 

25 

25 

25 

....  :  37,100 

30,800 

30,900 

30,400 

South  America: 

4t,800 

47,500 

4t, 400 

19,997 

23,065 

24,585 

25,000 

....  :  6,389 

6,600 

6,758 

....  :  1,550 

l,8l4 

1,870 

1,960 

....  :  1,827 

2,090 

, , . .   :  14,454 

15 , 100 

15,000 

14,500 

21,500 

21, 700 

19,900 

124,900 

126,400 

124,600 

Europe : 

Western : 

EC: 

:  61 

65 

84 

90 

....  :  8,876 

9,510 

9,506 

9,681 

....   :  954 

810 

830 

841 

..   .   :  7,956 

8,285 

8,206 

8,160 

:  272 

552 

552 

550 

  :  2 

4 

4 

4 

:  18,121 

19,226 

19,182 

19,326 

.... ;  158 

130 

126 

121 

....  :  65 

110 

90 

(Continued) 
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Sheep:    Number  in  specified  countries^  average  I96I-65,  annual  I968-TO  (continued) 


Continent  and  country 

Average  ] 

1961-65  ! 

1968 

1969  1/ 

1970  2/ 

Europe  (continued): 

Thousand  : 

Thousand 

'Elousand 

Western  (continued) : 

2U9 

155 

168 

— 

8,777 

7,919 

7, 800 

7,700 

3,316 

2,990 

2,852 

2,788 

991 

980 

938 

873 

5,045 

6,100 

6,170 

20,57i+ 

18,642 

18,962 

18.800 

188 

286 

331 

238 

298 

POO 

2Q2 

20,689 

20,424 

19,667 

19,254 

61, 162 

58,973 

58,325 

57,569 

79,300 

To, 200 

77,500 

76,900 

Eastern: 

10,070 

9,905 

9,652 

-r- 

57^ 

770 

906 

1,922 

1,818 

1,794 



HTingary  

3,048 

3,311 

3,277 

3,177 

3,328 

3,238 

--- 

Xh-  ,  ^Cxj 

10,232 

10,345 

9,730 

8,968 

42, 800 

45,500 

44,500 

43,500 

Total  Europe  3/  

122,100 

123,700 

122,000 

120,400 

133,900 

138,500 

i4o,6oo 

131,000 

Africa: 

South  Africa    Republic  of 

661 

42  172 

4o  ^so 

8so 

133,500 

135,000 

133,100 

132,600 

Asia: 

4l8 

390 

21,445 

33,000 

34,000 

35,000 

32,863 

35,878 

36,587 

37,000 

4 10 

83 

/-I 

64 

50 

218, 600 

249,000 

250  700 

252  000 

Oceania: 

160 , 924 

166, 912 

174  602 

1  ftp  oon 

50^536 

60,494 

59^937 

60,000 

OPT  hPiCt 

pkp  non 

Total  world  3/  

977, 800 

1,029,300 

1,038,300 

1,033,000 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Forecast.  3/  Includes  an  allowance  for  missing  data  for  countries  shown  and  for 
other  producing  countries  not  shown. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.     Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Attaches  and 
Foreign  Service  Officers,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
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